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Percy W. Blandford : Practical Blacksmithing and Metalworking  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Practical Blacksmithing and Metalworking: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. this is an Excellent bookBy Little big manThis is a very well thought 
out book with very good illustrations and well referenced material , there is some good info, I have been a Industrial 
Maintenance Tech for awhile now I have done a lot of fabrication and welding cutting with a torch but do not have 
much experience with Blacksmithing and this book covers a lot of what I need to learn to come up to speed what I 
learn from this book will add to my skills as a amateur blacksmith the more I learn the more I realize there is to learn it 
has been that way ever since I graduated from college it opened a whole new world to me the book inspired me to 
build a good anvil by taking a cheap anvil and welding a high carbon hardened steel plate to the top of the inexpensive 
iron unit now I own a very good anvil without having to spend a small fortune on one. And it added about 25lbs to the 
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anvil. making it very stable , this book is well worth buying and reading if you want to practice blacksmithing and 
metalworking.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Instructional and Reference Blacksmith 
ResourceBy S AthertonExcellent instructional and reference book for the aspiring or functioning blacksmith. The 
book is well written and concise in going through the basic tools, techniques and moving into more advanced topics 
and projects.There is enough tool making instruction to be able to make your own tools and adapt them to specific 
needs.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good for learningBy rwarrichThis book covers the basics of 
blacksmithing that appears to allow a beginner to learn the beginnings of smithing and work his/her way up to more 
complicated/difficult projects. Haven't had the chance to apply my reading to physical projects yet but they appear to 
take you from simple and build on what you learn to the next lesson of a slightly more difficult project. It is best to 
read and reread the beginning chapters so that the teminology is understood and read through the projects before 
starting so that can understand what the steps for the given project. As with other books on blacksmithing, some things 
need to be read a couple of times to understand if you have never hit hot iron or have watched and listened to a smith 
working just because there are some things that are almost impossible to explain without some idea of the basic 
process of smithing.

Blacksmithing and metalworking can be easier than you would imagine. This book shows you how - with some 
patience and a working knowledge of metals, tools, and techniques - blacksmithing can be a rewarding, inexpensive 
hobby. Using simple instructions and first-rate, detailed illustrations Blandford makes it easy for the novice to learn 
this craft, while offering project variations complex enough to challenge even the experienced blacksmith or 
metalworker.

From the Back CoverA COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE TRICKS OF THE TRADE--FROM THE BASICS ON 
METALS, ALLOYS, AND THE METALWORKING PROCESS TO PROJECTS YOU CAN MAKE! Blacksmithing 
and metalworking can be easier than you would imagine. This book shows you how--with some patience and a 
working knowledge of metals, tools, and techniques--blacksmithing can be a rewarding, inexpensive hobby. Using 
simple instructions and first-rate, detailed illustrations, Blandford makes it easy for the novice to learn this craft, while 
offering project variations complex enough to challenge even the experienced blacksmith or metalworker. You'll learn 
how to: * use forges and anvils, bellows, swage blocks and mandrels, tongs, and a host of other tools * work with 
sheet alloys, iron and steel, zinc, brass, tin, bronze, lead, aluminum, copper, and precious metals * cut, shape, form, 
bend, solder, braze, weld, rivet, harden, anneal, flatten, punch, draw, twist split, loop, scroll, saw, shear, file, drill, 
hollow-out, planish, mold, and cast all types of metals * make chains and hardware such as nails, catches, bolts, 
handles, hinges, hooks and latches * create tools like punches, spikes, chisels, crowbars, tongs, hammers, sets, fullers, 
swages, stakes * make built-up assemblies * apply geometry to the construction of trays, funnels, boxes, cylinders, and 
more! Percy W. Blandford is an internationally recognized master craftsman. A full-time freelance journalist and 
Fellow to the Institute of Journalists, he is the author or more than eighty books, including MASTER HANDBOOK 
OF SHEETMETALWORK...WITH PROJECTS; MAKING KNIVES AND TOOLS; and THE WOODTURNER'S 
BIBLE.About the AuthorMcGraw-Hill authors represent the leading experts in their fields and are dedicated to 
improving the lives, careers, and interests of readers worldwide 


