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Wendi Gratz, Jo Gratz : Creature Camp: Make Your Own 18 Softies to Draw, Sew Stuff  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Creature Camp: Make Your Own 18 Softies to 
Draw, Sew Stuff: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Well Written Starter Book for Kids Sewing ProjectsBy T. BurkeThis 
book has lots of great ideas for sewing projects appropriate for kids (boys and girls). They've done a great job of 
explaining the basics. It's a great starting point to get kids inspired to create creatures they design themselves. This 
book will be on my bookshelf as I teach kids to sew and host my own "creature camp". I will recommend the book to 
anyone with children wanting to learn to sew. This is one of the few books I've seen where I think kids will love a 
large majority of the projects inside.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Kids' Sewing ProjectsBy Judy 
L. NoononSo cute. Hope to get the grandkids interested in sewing!2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
Excellent book for kids and adults!By OverachieverThis book makes you want to grab some material, take out your 
machine, and get busy creating! The instructions are very well written with wonderful photographs and examples. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1607057840


Wendi makes sewing fun and this book is a great one for a beginner or child to start with. With the quick patterns and 
directions, even your child can have a fun softie in an afternoon!

This collection of 18 skill-building projects teaches children with no sewing experience how to sew their very own 
cuddly pals. From sewing on buttons to putting in zippers, this guide walks kids step-by-step through various skill 
levels. They will learn to embroider, turn corners, and make curves with these fun designs. Multiple examples of each 
project encourage them to explore ideas. Featuring shapes, critters, and monsters that appeal to kids' imagination, the 
projects build on skills and develop creativity.

While not specifically titled as such, Gratz's book is a bit of a "learn to sew" book for children, presenting sewing 
skills in a logical way for young beginners. From pinning fabrics to threading a needle, she and co-author Jo, her 
young daughter, lead readers on to stuffed creatures that employ various sewing techniques: Mr. Roboto uses freezer 
paper and fabric markers, while Harry the Round-Bellied Bear will teach children how to sew a curved seam on a 
stuffed animal. Wendi's personality comes through - "Get a real sewing machine, not a toy," she insists - in a way that 
makes a nice change from the anonymity of other craft book authors. The book's design is busy, with lots of tips and 
graphic details stuffed onto each page. Less bothersome are the delightfully amateur-looking finished softies in the 
photographs; it's clear that real kids made these, which should provide ample inspiration without intimidation for 
young crafters. Full-color photos. (Publishers Weekly, September 2, 2013)Creature Camp is a book that is written for 
children by Wendi and her daughter Jo. It's a book of sewing basics focusing on creating fun stuffed creatures, and it's 
suitable for new or experienced sewists ages 9 and up. It's kid-tested and approved, because all of the sewing was done 
by 11-year-old Jo and her friends. Amazing!...So now let's talk about this a little more from a grown-up perspective. 
This is what I love:1. Creature Camp teaches basic skills simply, and it applies to both kids and adults.2. Creature 
Camp has all kinds of great ideas for things you can make for kids...or for yourself! 3. Creature Camp gives you a way 
to pass on a skill to your children.4. Creature Camp presents patterns for sewn toys AND it suggests ways to make 
each project your own.5. Creature Camp is a great way for kids to be able to make things for gifts (think holidays 
coming up!). 6. Creature Camp creates an opportunity for you to spend time with your kids. 7. Creature Camp and 
Wendi Gratz (Jo too!) are awesome.With Christmas coming, I can't think of a more perfect book for kids and grown-
ups alike. There is just so much cuteness that needs to be stitched and gifted! (Wild Olive Blog, 11/25/13)My 11 year 
old son has always enjoyed sewing. I tend to have a hard time finding him easy sewing projects that aren't geared for 
girls. Creature Camp was the perfect solution for him to be creative, and feel like he was making something 
cool!Creature Camp has 18 easy projects that teach you how to make stuffed animals. Step by step instructions that are 
easy to understand and get started (with parental guidance).New at sewing? This book is great for adults to learn to 
sew and make small little cuddly creatures for their kids, grandkids and learn great skills while doing it. Learn to sew 
buttons, turn corners, attach zippers and more in a variety of creatures. The book gives many examples and 
suggestions to help get your imagination started. The book starts from easiest project and gets harder as you progress. 
My son wanted to make the stuffed teddy bear. I love that you can easily use a fat quarter and get started on this. I 
could simply print off the pattern pages and we had our template. If you purchase the paper copy you can make xerox 
copy for your pattern. I would have loved to feel this book in my hands and flip through it. I really enjoyed the ebook 
version, but I tend toward being in love with paper versions more.I thought for his first creature, this bear came out 
great! (Jubilee s, 1/9/14)About the AuthorWendi Gratz spends her time designing sewing, quilting, and embroidery 
patterns especially for beginners. Her daughter, Jo, got her first sewing machine when she was four and has been 
sewing toys and clothes for herself and her dolls ever since. They reside in North Carolina. 


