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12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. ExcellentBy Elizabeth G Méelillol found this guide to provide
excellent background in sewing (and | speak as one who is an experienced seamstress, and who began sewing at the
age of 12.) Several friends of mine, who were trained dressmakers, have given private lessons in sewing, and they had
to deal with the myth, common to those who never have sewn, that one goesin for alesson or two and comes out with
afinished outfit. In truth, to have any real abilitiesin sewing, one must understand all of the materials, techniques, and
fabrics, and what | found outstanding in this book isthat all of these concepts are introduced in detail . Adult sewing
students are not exempt from the misconception that one can become accomplished very quickly - in fact, they can
most easily become frustrated, and consider their teacher to be incompetent because they didn't learn to 'run up two
seams and have a ready-made dress.' But children, in particular, often do not have a clear picture of steps one must
take, and background that is necessary, to develop real facility. Another plus for this book isthat, as each chapter
introduces another item to learn, there also is arecap of ‘what you already have learnt.' It gives avery positive flair,
with focus on the sum total of skills oneis developing at every stage. The writing style is thorough and engaging. If
someone has any interest in sewing, | would say the text would capture and encourage the new student in each chapter.
[llustrations are detailed and attractive. Where kids could become bored, were someone to explain zips and threads
without allowing them to participate in any projects, these necessary explanations include using what one has just
learnt. Thisis not a 'do-it-yourself' manual, where someone with no-one more experienced at hand could develop as a
seamstress. But it is agood guide, both for those new to sewing and those seeking to teach them, which could take
them through steps in a positive, interesting, and encouraging manner. By the time one completed the steps in this
books, a young student would have a strong background, sufficient to move to relatively advanced sewing.6 of 6
people found the following review helpful. Thisisafun book and we highly recommend it! By Bless Their Hearts
Momhisisagreat book! it takes you, and your child, from the basics of hand sewing to machine sewing, with plenty
of photos to explain EACH step in the process of making an item. And the projects are ones that kids will love to
make, either for themselves, or to give as presents! The machine sewing section starts off with paper sewing, to master
straight lines and how to pivot with a needle (templates included). Thisisavery important step. | can remember my
grandmother having me do the same thing (only she drew lines on a piece of paper with aruler- no printers then!
LOL). Thenitisonto simple projectslike a pot holder, frame, bag and cape. All of which teach basic skills.Then the
projects get alittle more time consuming and harder. Each project is noted with an hour glass on the first page, telling
you how long the project takes- helpful when you have alimited amount of time. These projects include sewing
pockets for a bedside organizer, sewing a quilted bag and a pillow with a secret zipper compartment (for their diary!).
Again, the sewing skills progress based on what they have aready |earned.The last section allows for the creativity to
come out and for kidsto sew clothes, like shorts, a kimono and a poncho, that again stretch their skills, teaching them
to follow simple patterns, learning to cut/sew on curves, and how you can ater patterns. The appendix then follows up
with sewing machine basics, and Tool Kit and Fabric explanations. personally | think those last 3 should bein the
beginning, and we started with them after we finished hand-sewing. it's up to you, but we wanted to make sure the kids
knew the basics before they started sewing projects.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great projects;
colorfulBy C. MaynardThisis a pretty good reference book to engage young people in sewing. The book is colorful
and the projects are mostly ones you actually would want to make. My five-year-old looked through it excitedly and
picked out her first project. There are avariety of projects including crafts using fabric. The projects can be adaptable
for girls and boys. For example, the superhero cape is an easy one for boys to learn to sew with.The step-by-steps and
instructions are clear. There is the usual progression from hand sewing to machine sewing. Technique isfocused
on.One improvement | would make is to have this be spiral bound so that it lays flat. Kids that are using this will need
it asthey sew, so having the ability to lay flat would have been perfect. You could stick it in a cookbook holder.There
are afew kids sewing books out there (I myself have three others), and this oneisin the top two of the ones| have.

Areyou looking for the perfect guide to teach your child to sew? Look no further! Creative Kids Complete Photo
Guide to Sewing starts with the absolute basics about stitching, beginning with simple hand sewing, then gradually
introduces skills and techniques until kids are sewing safely and confidently at a sewing machine. Founders of The
Sewing Tree, Janith Bergeron and Christine Ecker will guide you and your children through creative and fun sewing
projects. With over 200 photos and clear, concise instructions in language easily understood by grade-school kids,
you're going to be creating crafty sewing projects with your child in no time! Each project lists the sewing skills that
will be exercised in making it and projects are rated for difficulty, so kids can learn and grow as they develop dexterity
and coordination. Y our children will learn to sew by making simple projects and building skills by practicing the
essentials, and this book provides a sound foundation for alifetime of sewing enjoyment.

" Starting with hand sewing and moving up to machine stitching, the 15 projects are designed to gradually increase a
young sewer's skill set. Initial projects are a needle case and atooth fairy pillow, both made by hand. Then, as
confidence builds, the final project is a poncho with a separating zipper. It's guaranteed sewing satisfaction!" - The



American Sewing Guild's Notions magazine



