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Mary Seehafer Sears: Country Living Handmade Christmas before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not
it would be worth my time, and al praised Country Living Handmade Christmas:

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. SSIMPLE YET WONDERFUL CRAFT DESIGNSByY Tim Jansonit's
never really too early to talk about Christmas for fanatics like myself. Even here in the midst of one of the hottest
Summer seasons in recent years my thoughts are on bright Christmas lights glittering off the snow outside and the
scent of pine and cinnamon inside. My wife and | have become avid crafters, making things not only for ourselves, but
for friends and family aswell. | never ceased to be amazed at the imagination and ingenuity that crafters show in
creating items out of simple materials that can often be found right in your own home, or with a quick stop at alocal
craft store. My wife has always been big into atraditional country look, especially since we live smack dab in the
middle of suburbia. The Country Living Handmade Christmas book is right up our alley with smple and inexpensive
creations that range from the rustic to the elegant. The book starts with simple, basic ideas for decorating your home
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such as various color schemes and using multiples of items such as small, pre-lit trees, wreaths, candles, plants,
garlands, or holiday throw pools. Candles have become such a staple not only during the holiday season but year
round and the lustrous scents of some of these can quickly get you into the holiday mood. There are alot of great
projectsin this book, many which we made last year and are already making for this season.One of the most simpleis
a Christmas ball tree made with a by gluing small glass Christmas balls to a Styrofoam cone, and then mounting inside
afloral vase with some floral foam to help keep it in place. Thisis agreat way to make use of old glass balls that you
may not use on your tree anymore and makes for a great table centerpiece.We collect snowmen and love making new
ones. This book has several different snowmen than can be made very quickly and with items right around the house.
For instance you can use old white tube socks, stuffed with foam, and adorned buttons, scraps of plaid fabric and then
atip of acolored sock for a cap. Other snowmen can be made from different sized Styrofoam balls, Paper Mache', and
felt, al with their own unique looks. Patterns are included where needed. There are lots of great projects to trim your
tree with aswell. A charming, rustic country design isto simply gather some twigs from your yard, and fashion them
into the shapes of stars. Fashion the end points together using red twine or yarn or scraps of plaid fabric in seasonal
colors. It's basically a cost-free decoration that fits the country scheme and always draws compliments from people
who note your creativity! An ingenious use of scrap fabric can be found in making Wool garland. Just cut old scrap
wool or felt into 2" squares and run a strong thread through them, placing a button here and there and small Christmas
bells or ballsinterspaced every few feet for a delightful accent on atable top tree. There's also patterns for making
your own Christmas stockings out of old material aswell. Now you know why we never throw anything away. Thrift
stores are a great place to find old clothes for cutting up for these projects.More and more people are making their own
wrapping paper today and it makes agreat change for that truly special gift for someone. Y ou just need some colored
paper which you can get on rolls from craft stores or even office supply stores, and then the paper can be adorned with
painted stencil designs, rubber stamps, or sponge-painted. Y ou can use the same techniques to make your own gift
tags.The book is loaded with brilliant, full-color photographs of each project and includes step-by-step instructions and
materialslist. You're really only limited by your own imagination. A truly superb book!Reviewed by Tim Janson4 of 4
people found the following review helpful. Mary's Christmas is quite enchanting.By L. NedelmanNever have |
experienced a book with such vivid Christmas images. Mary Sears uses her prolific sense of handmade ornaments and
delightful Christmas surprises to write a book that really attracts fans of all ages.

Have avery merry decorative Christmas with more than 30 simple projects you can craft quicklyjust what youll
appreciate at that busy time of the year. Want a super centerpiece that everyone will admire? Heres a sweet one, made
out of sugared fruit. Plus: holiday stars, balls, ornaments, and more.



